Environmental Education in Central Bucks

On January 5th, 2002, Pennsylvania formally adopted their Environment and Ecology Standards for all Pennsylvania public schools. These standards emphasize the importance of an in-depth understanding of the environment by all of our students. In addition to the curricular connection of these standards, the Pennsylvania Department of Education will also be assessing all students in grades 4, 8, and 11. These tests will focus on the standards in Environment and Ecology, as well as Science and Technology.

Central Bucks recognizes the importance of a well-rounded science education.  In addition to classroom instruction, students in fifth and sixth grades have engaged in hands-on experiences at the College Settlement Camp and Peace Valley Nature Center.  The “Clean Stream” project with Peace Valley has become a nationally recognized program of environmental education.

During the last two years we have been reviewing the field experience with which our students have been involved.  There is an obvious need to re-align the outdoor experiences with curricular goals and state/national science standards.  As a result, we are partnering with Peace Valley Nature Center to design a 5th grade field experience that will replace the program that some of the Central Bucks schools run with the College Settlement Camp.  The partnership with Peace Valley will enable us to provide a program that offers a strong curricular connection to the Environment and Ecology Academic Standards as well as an exciting field experience for the students.  This field experience will be active science learning, using the tools and techniques of real scientists to examine the environment.  The 2003-2004 school year will be used to plan the program’s details.  This will enable us to fully implement this field experience during the 2004-2005 school year.

